(fv  *  i(o 


Evidentiary  Document  No*  5209* 

Examination  of  Ba.chee  bin  0*K*K*  Hcs szr.. 


Bachee  bin  O.K.K.  Hessen,  aged  42,  cf  Inanen,  duly  swcrn,  strteo. 

"I  W£ s  born  in  Sr.ndp.ken  42  yens 
ego,  cf  Chinese  parents.  I  edepted  the  Luslin  roligion  24 
years  ego.  My  heme  is  now  at  Inanen.  I  used  tc  be  c  merchant 
cf  •  native  tobaccos  but  shortly  before  the  Jcpcnese  occupa¬ 
tion  I  begen  to  trade  in  rice.  At  present  I  am  without 
occupation. 


At  the  tine  cf  the  rising  on  Oct. 
9th,  1943,  I  was  living  at  Inenan.  I  did  not  take  port  in 
the  fighting  but  cn  the  night  cf  the  9/10  October  one  of  the 
leading  guerrillas  cane  to  ny  house  and  told  ne  to  colloct 
a  band  of  Dusuns  and  Bcja.us  end  Join  the  guerrillas.  I  spoke 
to  a  number  of  Dusuns  end  Bajous  end  told  then  to  assemble 
in  Inrncm  on  the  13th.  On  that  day  about  60  cf  them  cane  into 
the  town  but  when  they  saw  Jcpcnese  soldier*  there,  they 
quickly  dispersed.  I  myself  then  went  ewey  with  my  wife  end 
child  tc  Krcnbunal  end  stayed  there  a  fortnight. 


On  the  28th  October,  two  Chinese 
detectives  and  some  Bajaus,  all  arned  with  shot-guns,  cene 
to  ray  house  during  the  night  endarrosted  me  and  my  wife.  We 
were  token  in  a  lorry  to  the  Japanese  Resident's  house  in 
Jesseltcn.  The  hesident  asked  ne  if  it  was  truo  that  I  had 
becone  locc’cr  of  e  guerrilla  band.  I  said,  'No'.  He  then 
struck  me  on  the  head  with  a  knife.  The  next  day  my  wife  end 
I  were  trken  to  the  K.T.  office  in  Jossolton.  We  were  not 
given  any  trial  there,  but  we  were  questioned,  I  was  accused 
of  killing  a  Jcpaneso  in  Inrncm.  This  wes  untrue  and  I  said 
so.  A.K.T.  nance’  Hessegewc  then  beat  me.  After  beating  me  he 
went  into  the  next  room  where  my  wife  was  and.  I  heard  him 
questioning  and  beating  her.  My  wife  was  then  released  but  I 
was  told  by  the  Chief  of  the  K.T.  that  I  would  be  kept  in 
prison  for  two  years,  I  wes  removed  to  the  Jail  about  Nov. 

1st , 


During  the  following  months, 

while  I  was  in  Jesseltcn  prison,  many  Chinese  and  other  local 
peoples  were  brought  into  the  prison  under  arrest.  About  7 
or  8  were  put  in  eaeh  cell.  They  had  been  arrested  in  Tuaran, 
Mengattcl,  Telipok,  Incncm*  Pencmpang,  Jesselton  and  Kota 
!  Belud.  They  were  arrested  because  the  Jcpcnese  suspected  then 
!  cf  having  token  part  in  the  rising.  I  was  able  to  talk  to  then 
in  prison./  Many* of  them  were  people  I  knew  quite  well.  I 

- - pbi  give  ycu  the  ncmes  cf  some  of  them,  for  example,  Jus 

Stephens,  Charles  Peters  (C.P.O.),  Wong  Chu  An,  Tcng  Chin 
Tsu  (Ccpt.  Chine  of  Incna.n)  and  many  others.  There  was  also 
there  Ko  Ming  (who  I  think  is  now  in  the  police),  and  Simon 
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Ho  cf  Tur.rrn,  c.  trader  in  rice  -  he  hed  boon  told  he  would  be 
kgpt  In  prison  for  ten  years, /I  an  certain  from  talking  to 
/these  Chinese  that  none  of  then  hod  been  given  a  trial  or 
f  allowed  to  defend  hinself.  They  were  Just  questioned  end  beat¬ 
en  end  then  sonetines  told  they  would  be  kept  in  prison  for  so 
long . 


One  day,  I  think  in  January  or 

February,  19*4 ,  early  in  the  Doming,  I  saw  e  greet  number  of 
Chinese  and  other  prisoners  taken  out  of  their  cells  and 
th6ir  hands  were  then  tied.  There  were  several  K.T,  in  charge 
cf  these  prisoners.  At  a  parade  held  by  the  Australians  I 
picked  ^ut  four  cf  these  rcn.  They  were  Nukushine,  Inrba, 
fcukai  end  Nakao;  I  could  recognise  then  again.  I  saw  these 
K.T*  and  sone  other  Jcpcnese  march  off  the  prisoners  towards 
the  reilwey  lino  which  ran  outside  the  Jell,  I  did  not  see 
what  happened  after  that  but  I  heard  a  loccnotive  and  trucks 
move  off.  I  sew  the  four  K.T.  when  I  have  nened,  end  the 
other  Jepenese.  return  the  sane  day  without  the  civilians, 
when  I  have  not  seen  since.  Later  I  heard  that  some  cf  the 
prisoners  hed  been  executed  thet  day  and  the  rest  shot. 

There  were  about  170  of  then. 

As  I  cen  speak  several  dialects  of 
Chinese  cs  well  as  Malay,  Dusun  and  Bcjou,  the  Japanese  begen 
to  use  me  as  a  interpreter,  soon  after  I  hed  been  in  prison. 

I  do  not  speak  Japanese  but  they  also  used  a  Japanese 
interpreter  who  spoke  to  me  in  Chinese.  They  used  to  teke  me 
cut  with  then  sonetines,  but  I  continued  to  live  in  the  prison. 

About  this  tine  the  Japanese  heard 
that  the  Suluk  people  who  live  in  the  islands  off  the  West 
Ctast,  had  been  concerned  in  the  rising.  I  don’t  know  nyself 
whether  they  had  been  concerned  or  not*  In  February,  1944, 
a.  party  of  Japanese  went  by  boct  from  Jesselton  to  one  of 
these  islands  called  Mentancni,  and  took  ne  with  then  c» 
interpreter.  The  approximate  numbers  of  the  party  were* 

K.T.  -  13*  Japanese  soldiers  -  24*  native  policenen  -  6.  I 
know  the  names  of  six  of  the  K.T.  in  this  party*  Ineba,  Endo, 
Nukushine,  Uchiyenn,  Kiuchi  and  Yanakata  (who  was  later 
transferred  to  Sibu,  I  belicvo).  We  also  took  a  Suluk,  and 
a  Chinese  named  Tong  Ah  Seong. 

Wo  left  Jesselton  about  11  o’clock 
at  night  end  arrived  at  Mcnata.nani  Isla.no  early  the  next 
norning.  When  we  landed,  the  K.T.  and  the  native  police 
went  round  the  village,  telling  the  people  to  assenblc  in 
two  large  houses.  This  wes  in  the  ncin  village,  Kg.  llantcncni. 
They  also  sent  some  men  to  a  village  on  the  other  side  of 
the  island  (the  east  side)  to  bring  the  people  from  there 
across  to  Kg.  Mantanani.  These  cane  clong  later  under  their 
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1  headman,  Hrji  Sa.lllr.  •  At  last,  about  2C0  people  v/crc  collected 
either  In  the  nr  In  village.  One  of  the  K.T.  who  could  speak 
Malay  then  asked  the  people  If  \hc-rc  v/cs  a  Chinese  guerrilla  ncr.ed 
Llrn  Tin  Frtt  in  hiding  on  the  Island.  One  of  the  Suluks  answered 
'NO'.  This  Suluk  was  told  to  seep  forward  and  a  Japanese 
Interpreter  named  Kaaudc  took  Mn  outside  the  house  and  killed 
hlr.  with  a.  sword,  I  saw  this  happen.  Then  the  Interpreter  ccno 
back  to  the  house  end  no re  questions  wore  csked.  The  Suluks  would 
not  rnswer  because  they  were  afraid,  l.r.suda  then  seized  one  of 
the  Suluks  end  hit  him*  The  Sululcs  shouted  in  anger  and  one  cf 
then  threw  a.  spear  which  wcundcd  a  native  policemen.  The  people 
begen  to  run  away.  The  Jr?3  pointed  their  r.achine-gun  at  the  crowd 
and  told  me  to  siioit  to  than  that  i r.~y  v/ould  be  flrc-d  on,  if 
they  did  not  remain  there  quietly,  So  chey  stayed  3 till.  Then 
one  of  the  K.T,  read  out  a.  list  cf  names  of  Su.i.uk  men.  The  native 
policemen  arrested  those  non  end  tied  choir  hands,  I  think  the  Japa 
got  this  list  from  the  headmen  cf  another  Suluk  island.  In  the 
evening  of  that  day,  about  6  p.r-.  we  ell  went  beck  to  Jesseltcn 
in  the  boat,  taking  vitn  us  the  58  Suluks  who  had  been  arrested. 

These  Suluk s  were  taken  first 

to  the  K.T.  office  at  Jesselton  where  they  were  each  given  a  slip 
of  paper  with  their  name  on.  I  was  with  then  then.  They  were  then 
taken  to  the  prison.  Every  day  after  that,  for  a  week  or  so,  five 
cr  six  K.T,  came  to  the  prison  and  took  back  a  few  Suluks  to  the 
office  for  questioning.  I  wa.3  sometimes  used  as  an  interpreter 
while  the  Suluks  were  being  questioned.  The  K.T.  used  to  ask  then 
what  they  had  done  in  the  rising,  whether  they  had  attacked  the 
Custom  House  or  burnt  the  rubber.  If  the  Suluk  said  'No*  he  was 
beaten  with  c  stick  about  4  foot  long,  as  thick  os  a.  police  baton. 
They  wore  beaten  all  over  the  body.  Some  of  them  during  the 
beatings  admitted  having  done  whet  the  Japanese  said  they  had  done, 

I  cannot  tell  whether  they  were  true  confessions  or  whether  they 
only  admitted  the  things  because  they  were  beaten  sc  cruelly.  There 
were  no  trials.  S».  feetime  s  I  saw  Suluks  tied  and  water  poured 
down  their  threats  till  their  stomach  was  full.  Then  the  K.T, 
would  Jump  on  the  nan's  stomach  or  kick  it.  I  did  not  see  any 
actually  die  during  the  torture  but  most  cf  then  were  nearly  dead 
v/hen  they  were  dregged  away.  L'eny  of  then  died  each  day  in  prison 
os  a  result  of  these  tortures,  I  never  saw  cr  heerd  cf  any  medical 
treatment  boing  given  ohem  in  prison.  All  the  food  they  got  was  a 
little  sago,  I  don't  knew  whrt  was  done  with  the  bodicBo  I 
solemnly  stete  that  I  personally  witnessed  Suluks  being  flogged 
and  tortured  by  each  one  of  the  K.T,  whom  I  have  named  as  going 
on  the  first  trip  t<_  Mcntanani.  Other  K.T.  who  had  not  been  to 
the  island  also  took  part  in  these  tortures;  I  don't  know  all 
their  names.  I  do  not  lenew  the  names  cf  any  but  a  few  of  the 
Suluks.  I  saw  Fanglina  All  er  d  O.T.  ftrert  flogged  and  tortured 
by  Mukai.  I  saw  Tcnglirr.  Sibul  flogged  and  tortured  by  Endo;  I 
I  saw  Tatung  flogged  and  tortured  by  Sgt.  lie J cr  Hayashi.  I  saw 
|  Ilrsuki  flogged  and  tortured  by  Hassegawa,  All  those  men  died  a 
J _ 
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tfew  days  after  their  beating  in  Jesseltcn  prison,.  I  hrve  no  doubt 
[that  their  deaths  wove  in  each  case  due  solely  tc  the  floggings 
|they  hed  received  by  the  men  named!.  They  ell  3cened  fit  non  before 
they  were  terturod*  Inabn,  NuKrur.hl  nc ,  Uchiyana.  Kiuchi  end 
Ycnakctc  also  beet  severely  in  r.iy  presence  taluks  who  soon  after¬ 
words  died,  but  I  do  not  knew  the  names  of  the  Suluks  they  flogged. 

The  day  efter  cur  return  from  the 
visit  to  Uentenoni  that  I  have  described,  the  Japanese  went  there 
a  grin,  taking  me  wich  them.  The  K,T,  v.ho  went  this  time  included 
the  following:  Lt.  Shimizu,  who  was  in  command j  Yccekatc,  second 
conrend;  Kiuchi;  Kukv.shina;  Inaba*,  MuVai;  Endo;  Uchiycma;  Kato; 

Fumaj  and  a  Suluk,  and  some  nai.tve  police  also  accompanied  us. 

We  landed  on  the  south  side  of 

the  island  in  the  later  afternoon.  Leaving  a  small  party  with 
a  machine  gun  to  guard  the  boat,  the  rest  of  us  proceeded  to 
Kg,  Menteneni  which  was  about  40  minutes  walk  up  the  west  side 
of  the  island.  Arriving  there  we  established  ourselves  in  a  mosque 
a  little  outside  the  village.  In  the  village  we  found  only  six  men, 
all  of  them  old,  and  about  a  hundred  women  and  children.  The  Japs 
sent  for  these  six  old  men,  one  by  one,  and  questioned  them  in  the 
mosque,  Mesudr.  and  I  acted  as  interpreters,  Yamakata  did  the 
interrogating.  He  asked  each  of  then  v.hore  Lir.  Tin  Fatt  was,  and 
a  Suluk  named  Oner  Chuki  (who  came  from  Ta.wi  Tcwi  end  had  helped 
the  guerrillas)  •  The  old  men  said  these  two  were  not  in  Mentanr.ni 
Island,  Each  of  then  was  beaten  when  he  3cid  this, 

I  will  tell  you  what  happened  to 

these  six  men  the  next  day.  In  the  morning  Yamakata  and  Masuda  end 
two  Japanese  soldiers  took  these  men  to  a  smaller  island  a  few 
miles  away,  I  saw  them  go  off  in  a  Suluk  prau,  which  the  old  men 
rowed,  I  was  told  they  were  going  to  look  for  Lim  Tin  Fatt  end  the 
Suluk  guerrilla.  That  afternoon  I  saw  the  bent  return  without  the 
six  cld  men.  I  heard  that  the  Japanese  hed  killed  them  on  the 
small  island. 


We  spent  the  first  night  in  the 

mesque.  The  next  morning,  while  the  cld  men  were  being  taken  away, 
the  Japanese  told  the  women  that  they  must  go  out  into  the  jungle 
end  search  for  Lir.  Tin  Fatt  end  Oner  Chuki,  and  also  try  to  bring 
back  six  young  Suluks  who  we  believed  had  run  awav  from  the  village 
the  day  before  when  the  Japs  arrived ,  While  the  jiomen  were  cue 
searching  the  Japs  remained  by  the  mosque.  They  took  eggs  and  fowl: 
from  the  village  and  stole  seme  other  things  from  the  houses.  In 
the  evening  the  wenen.  returned  saying  that  they  had  found  no  cne. 

The  same  evening  the  Japs  caught 
a.  young  Suluk  who  had  come  down  from  tho  hills  in  the  north  of  the 
island  to  look  for  feed  in  the  village.  On  being  questioned  he  said 
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there  were  five  ot.  cr  Suluk  r.cn  still  hiding  cn  the  island.  ’Ae 
tied  thi6  nrn's  hand s  end,  taking  him  with  us,  wo  r.ll  left  the 
Kg.  end  went  down  tc  ’South  Ery!  where  wg  spent  the  night.  Our 
bcct'wrs  sent  off  towards  Tuaren  tc  give  the  islanders  the 
impression  thet  wc  hod  gene  away. 


The  next  nerning  the  Japanese 

formed  themselves  into  three  parties  tc  scorch  through  the  island. 
Our  party,  under  Kiuchl,  wa3  sent  along  the  west  side  of  the 
island,  and  was  ccrrcnded  by  Shimizu.  The  third  party,  with 
Yana kata  in  charge,  was  erdered  tc  move  up  the  eastern  side  of 
the  island  and  converge  cn  kg,  Mentananl  from  the  north;  Tong  Ah 
Secng  v/ent  with  this  parly.  In  my  party  wore  Lt,  Shimizu,  Endo 
and  two  soldiers  with  a  machine  gin.  V/c  had  net  been  going  long  - 
about  15  or  20  minutes  -  when  we  heard  sound 3  of  firing  cn  the 
west  side  of  the  island,  Wc  thought  this  firing  must  come  from 
the  first  party  which  had  roved  off  in  that  direction.  All  my  party 
ct  once  hurried  towards  the  sound  of  the  firing.  As  we  ran  along, 
we  could  hear  shots  being  fired.  After  about  15  minutes  we  reached 
the  scene  of  the  firing.  It  wa3  c  stretch  of  ground  with  thick 
grass  and  bushes  between  the  Jungle  and  the  shore. 

It  was  ebcut  400  yards  from  the 

kg,  end  parts  of  the  kg,  were  visible  from  it  -  I  saw  Ineba  and 
Kiuchl  and  the  rest  of  the  Japanese  party,  and  about  50  yards  ewey 
I  saw  a  number  of  Suluk  women  bunched  together,  not  far  from  the 
edge  of  the  Jungle,  There  were  two  Japanese  soldiers  lying  dead 
on  the  ground.  One  had  a  wound  in  his  shoulder;  it  had  been  made 
by  a  spear,  Inabe  had  a  cut  on  his  face  and  Kiuchl  was  wounded 
(in  the  groin  I  think).  These  two  K.T,  end  three  uninjured  Japanese 
soldiers  were  firing  with  rifles  and  pistols  into  the  Jungle  where 
I  could  see  some  Suluk  men.  The  Japanese  were  not  firing  at  the 
women.  I  could  see  the  bodies  of  some  Suluk  men  on  the  ground; 

I  couldn't  say  how  many  there  were. 

When  my  party  arrived  on  the 

scene,  Lt.  Shimizu  gave  cn  order  in  Japanese  to  the  two  men  in  our 
party  who  were  bringing  the  machine  gun.  They  at  once  began 
firing  into  the  edge  of  the  Jungle  where  the  Suluk  men  appeared 
to  be  and  into  the  group  of  women  in  the  open  near  the  Jungle.  1 

Just  as  the  firing  ceased,  I  saw  the  third  party  arrive  with 
Yrmakata.  (They  had  further  to  come  than  my  party,  but  they  did 
not  have  a  n/g  tc  carry),  I  can: t  remember  if  Tong  came  too.  After 
the  firing  I  saw  Yamaketa  endEndo,  immediately  followed  by  Shimizu, 
Nukushine,  Mukei  and  Ineba  go  up  tc  the  wounded  and  sheet  them  with 
pistols.  I  did  not  see  Kiuchi  shoot  the  wounded;  he  had  been 
wcunded  himself.  The  dead  numbered  about  6  men  end  about  50 
\  women  and  children, 

I 

1  These  #cnen  v/ere  the  women  from  tht 

\  south  kg.  v/ho  had  been  summoned  tc  Kg.  Uentaneni  cn  the  first  day 
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rnd  were 


mu  now  trying  to  get  beck  ^  thei-  own  villege^thoy^ey 

«  ^/ySre8?!?"^ &  L  apeer s  ^parangs. 


Suluks  they  hed  killed 


The  Japanese  did  not  bury  the 


I  was  told  to  stay  with  Nehcr 

end  wetoh  the  Jap  deed.  They 

to  cono  up  so  thet  their  deed  end  w.u^ooo  ceux^  30Uth  ct  where 
The  boet  cere  up  end  ley  erf  the  3.  ane  ^  twc  wcunded 

:StW?r;heM  K^T^c^fned  at  anchor  there. 

Majusa  then  told  ne  tc  cor.o  with 
_  .  u_  Wg  went  tc  the  place  where  the  wenen  were, 

and  i'weUe  Sdercd  tc  Jenovc  the  gold  rings  and  noney^fron 

the6 wenen.  The  native  strung1 then* together  with 

soldiers  tied  the  women  s  hands  and^then^t  t^illar8  0f  the  mosque, 

rope.  The  ends  of  the  rope  ghct  with  the  machine  gun. 

The  women  were  crying.  Jhen  J  _yt  flrt  shirizu  was  in  charge  . 

I  do  not  know  who  gave  the  order  tc  fire,  bnir.nu 

of  the  party. 

After  the  gun  had  stopped  firing, 

was  done  with  pistols. 

The  dead  were  left  there.  They 

numbered  about  20  or  30  and  there  were  sene  children  among  then. 

Then  the  Japanese  set  fire  to 

The  Japs  never  gave  any  reason 

that  I  heard  for  killing  «“  B^nSh  kaslh  habia"/ 

iK^SUliSS  thla^pecple  SSS.^’W:  killed  them  all). 

Of  all  the  Suiuks  who  ’•ere. 

massacred  on  that  day,  I  know  the  name  ^  ouly^ne,  Ha^Sal^^, 
the  priest  whom  I  mentioned  earlier  as  havlng^or  ^  tr<Jers 

fron  the  village  in  the  ®ou  ”  after  the  first  nachine-gunn- 

%*i  aaa58Shir.lzu:  defend  Yamakata  each  fire  their  pistols  into 
his  body. 
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All  the  Japanese  K.T.  who  cane  on  this 
second  visit  were  present  at  the  killing  at  the  nesque,  except 
Kiuchi  and  Inaba. 

Four  or  five  days  after  this,  the 

,  *-rrA,  m  fi  third  visit  to  llentenani  Island,  Tong 

Japanese  took  neon  a  T  Qav.n-t  reronber  the  Japanese 

did  not  cone  with  us  this  tine.  I  cannot  rerun  ^  lsJane> 

who  car.e  this  tine*  we  only  sy  3  island  but  the  Je.ps  took 
We  did  not  see  any  living  Pe”°Jh£n  H iagc  we  visited  both 
back  a  few  ducks  they  found  HLXltls  tV the  risque  had  r.ct 

beerdrenovciO  SJfcS'tS. 

away°  and6  bur  led  S^UWS^w.K  awly  by  the  high 

tide. 

On  the  way  back  to  Jesselton  wo  called 

Klnf.:.1^  ^plsa^rih8cnhclsfscln?crdeparted: 


(Signed)  Bachoe  bin  O.K.K.  hassen 


&as  sxwywsr 


(Signed) 


sixteenth °dayr of  SSSSS  S' 

by  the  C  in  C  ALr SEA 


m.  G.  Dickson,  Capt 


Certified  true  copy. 


(signed) 


M.G .Dickson. 

Capt.  9»5«^o» 
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